Dear Mayor (Insert last name here),

My name is (your first and last name), and I am a;

 local resident

 local business owner

 local home owner

My reason for living in the area is the proximity to the Grampians National Park and Mt Arapiles. I am writing to express my concerns regarding Parks Victoria’s recently announced climbing bans in the hopes that Council will support the climbers within our community in continued discussions with Parks Victoria.

As it stands today, Parks Victoria has banned access to more than 38% of the climbs within the Grampians National Park including many of the world-class climbing areas that drew myself and many other locals to the area. Parks Victoria’s communication and messaging with the climbing community has lacked consultation and is both vague and contradictory.

Rock climbing begun in Australia in the 1940s. The Grampians and Mt Arapiles soon became important venues and are now regarded as offering some of the best climbing in the world. Rock climbing is accepted worldwide as a legitimate recreational pursuit and will feature in the 2020 Olympics, with many Australian athletes currently training for this goal. There are three recognised styles of rockclimbing within the Grampians National Park; bouldering, traditional and sport climbing. Each has its devotees with many climbers enjoying all three disciplines.

The climbing ban implemented by Parks Victoria is on a scale that is unprecedented in Australia and is extremely concerning to me. Parks Victoria’s communications regarding these areas have been vague and often contradictory. This has resulted in significant confusion within the climbing community.

To Quote from Park Victoria's Media release on 15th February 2019: “In the coming months, Parks Victoria will be focused on ensuring eight key locations in the western part of the Grampians National Park are protected and will be asking all climbing activity to cease in these areas indefinitely.”

In addition, there are what are called ‘Special Protection Areas‘. These SPA's cover 33% of the Grampians National Park and were introduced in the 2003 Management Plan. The plan stated that Rockclimbing is prohibited in SPA’s. However, these SPA restrictions were never enforced. Even as recently as March 2019, Parks Victoria published documents specifically listing cliffs within these SPA's had re-opened to climbing after several natural disasters (bush-fires and floods) caused brief closures. Hence communicating that climbing in this areas was in fact allowed. Parks Victoria even financed trails and signage within these SPA's to encourage climbers to the park. Now, suddenly, climbing within these SPA's are banned and we have lost some of the best climbing in the world. If there were any concerns regarding climbing in these areas, these were not brought to the climbing community with any degree of detail. This community has a large and proven capacity to respond in a positive manner but has been sidelined in any planning or mitigation of problems.

Confusingly, members of the public, including climbers, are allowed to bushwalk within these SPA's, but not allowed to climb. The vast majority of rock climbs in the SPA’s are traditional climbs, which do not require fixed protection, present no environmental issues and have no more impact than bushwalking. People have now questioned if bushwalkers can get in trouble by scrambling on rocky areas in these SPAs. Within the Grampians walking on rock formations is very common outside of rock climbing activities.

Frustratingly it appears that commercial companies and their clients are allowed within some of these banned areas. As a financially contributing member of the local community, it is very upsetting that paying clients outweigh the economic benefits that I as a recreational climber brings to the region.

As far as cultural heritage is concerned climbers are well aware of the importance that the Grampians National Park has to indigenous Australians. Climbers absolutely wish to respect these areas. In the past we have been seen Parks Victoria work with climbers to protect known indigenous sites.

As a local council you are probably right now wondering just how many climbers actually live and work in the region, how much money do they spend and what are the benefits to the local economy. Obviously there is no accurate dollar figure but here are a few rough facts. The thriving community of Natimuk comprises of at least a couple of hundred climbers (many others also live in surrounding towns). Perhaps multiple hundreds of climbers live in Horsham, Stawell, Halls Gap, Dunkeld and various other smaller towns. All these people moved here because of the climbing and in doing so they provide an educated and skilled work force in the region, have purchased homes, often raising children and contribute to the local economy. Add to this the literally thousands of climbers who visit the Grampians National Park each year (often with multiple visits) from all over Australia and from around the world. These visitors spend money on local accommodation, cafes, restaurants and various other businesses.

Should climbing within this region not be accessible my reasons for residing within the local community would become greatly diminished. There will be no reason to live and work here if we are no longer welcome and if we have lost the very reason we came here in the first place. There is no doubt that an exodus of climbers would have a substantial and long term impact upon the local community.

I look forward to the opportunity to speak with you further regarding these concerns and to working together to secure fair climbing access to Grampians National Park, whilst celebrating and preserving the significant cultural heritage of the local Indigenous Australians.

Kind regards,

(your name here)

(your email here)

(your phone here)

